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ReConnectEd acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of
Country throughout Australia and their connections to land
sea and community on which we live and learn  We pay our
respect to their Elders past  present and emerging  and extend
that respect to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples
today  Sovereignty for these lands has never been ceded and
there is no justice without First Nations justice  
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To join ReConnectEd s mailing list  subscribe here
To read our first issue  go to our website

https://www.studentvoice.org.au/publications/reconnected
https://www.studentvoice.org.au/publications/reconnected


RECONNECTED

CONTENTS

02 Edi o No e

07

23

29

Connec A chi e P ima
School den ad i e on
Teache T aining

12
Small ep o make a big
impac a Tecoma P ima
School
Lisa Hoskins Faul

Connec A chi e
S i ched On S i ched
Off S den Ini ia i e In
School Engagemen

16

B ilding S den Agenc
and Self De e mina ion
Emma Donaldson

3403
S den Voice Impac a
Ro anna PS
Sophie Cartelli  Caitlin Wheeler 
JSC students

G a dian Angel P ima
School den oice
jo ne
Danielle Carter

35

Wha happening
A alian Co ncil fo
S den Voice emina

36
Wha happening
Social and ci i en hip
Ed ca ion A ocia ion of
A alia emina

Wha happening
Ed ca ion E i Alliance
o k hop

Wha happening
VicSRC Cong e

39

40 Upcoming i e



RECONNECTED PAGE  02

EDITOR S NOTE
Anndd  we re back with the second exhilarating issue of ReConnectEd  and this time we re
turning the spotlight on Australia s youngest students and their incredibly powerful voices  In
this edition  we embark on an exploration of student voice and agency  uncovering the
profound impact the primary school students and teachers are making not only within their
school communities but also beyond

Often  in our pursuit of discussing student voice and agency  we may inadvertently overlook
the potent force emanating from the youngest learners  However  as we delve into the pages
of this issue  you ll find yourself captivated by the remarkable endeavours and impassioned
initiatives led by these budding changemakers

In this edition of the journal  we are offered a captivating glimpse into the incredible impact
that primary school students and teachers are creating within their school community and
beyond  Coauthored by the Junior School Council (JSC)  student executives and JSC
coordinators, Sophie Cartelli and Caitlin Wheeler  this article sheds light on the diverse
range of initiatives undertaken by the students  both within their immediate school
environment and in the wider world beyond its walls  Emma Donaldson contributes an
insightful discussion that centres around building self-capacity and determination within
educators  Her work is an invaluable resource for all educators looking to empower their
students through an initiative to Increase Indigenous Australian education  By harnessing their
own strengths and fostering a sense of determination  educators can ignite a fire within their
students  enabling them to blaze trails and create a better  more inclusive future for all  In the
next article  we delve into the transformative journey of the Student Voice Project at
Guardian Angels (GA) school, beginning with a significant shift in leadership during 2021  The
project marked the first year where staff  students  and the community collaborated to
investigate the profound impact of student voice  As the project entered its second year in
2022  the team built upon the strong foundations of clarity and definition  laying the
groundwork for a powerful framework  Initially involving two dedicated staff members  the
project was supported by a dynamic partnership between Brisbane Catholic Education and the
Quaglia Institute  As the only primary school finalist in VicSRC s student voice awards in 2021
Tecoma Primary School (TPS) has since put a focus on consolidating practices and fostering
change-makers  TPS is committed to ensuring that their students  involvement and agency
remain intrinsic to their educational experience  Looking ahead  the school s emphasis will be
on nurturing student agency and actively incorporating student feedback into future planning
particularly in inquiry-based subjects

Finally  we bring back two Connect Magazine archive articles featuring Incredible Initiatives
from primary schools  Switched On/Switch-Off Learning Student Engagement Initiative  and
Primary School Students Advise on Teacher Training  

As we continue our journey in promoting educational excellence and fostering a culture of
empathy and understanding  we hope this issue of ReConnectEd serves as a testament to the
immense potential residing in the hearts and minds of young learners  Together  let s amplify
their voices  nurture their dreams  and embrace their unwavering determination to transform
the world
Thank you for joining us on this incredible adventure  We are grateful for your continued
support and enthusiasm for ReConnectEd  Together  we build bridges  cultivate connections
and empower the future

L , R C c Ed Ed
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In 2016, the Rosanna Primary School
Junior School Council (JSC) decided that
they no longer wanted to be just a
fundraising body  rather they wanted to
be a voice on behalf of all students and be
proactive in taking action. They dedicated
the year to a range of student-led
initiatives, ranging from creating the
‘Voiceometer  to use as a student voice
measurement tool, to highlighting and
celebrating student voice through the
‘Student Voice A ards  and building a
Chicken Coop which saw the
development of our Garden Club. 

In 2017  the amazing work of our JSC
students was recognised at the Victorian
Student Representative Council (VicSRC)’s
Recognition Awards  an event that
celebrates best practice in student voice
leadership  and student-led action in
Victoria  Rosanna Primary School (RPS)
won the primary school category of SRC of
the Year  this award recognised a JSC that
has created change identified by students
through engaging with decision-making
processes at school  We were so incredibly
proud of this achievement and recognition
of the students’ outstanding dedication to
harnessing student voice

Each and every year since then  a new
group of students join the JSC and
continue to be a voice for their peers  

There are a number of ways that we have
been involved in decision-making and
leadership at our school  

S T U D E N T  V O I C E S  M A K I N G  A N  I M P A C T  
A T  R O S A N N A  P R I M A R Y  S C H O O L

Student-Led P-2 Deep Learning
Protocols: 

We regularly work with teachers  parents and
each other to support student learning and
empower all students to have a voice  Here
are some examples of how student voice
agency and leadership happen at our school

Our learning values that were created by
students in 2018 were revised recently to be
more accessible for our junior students  You
can read all about this process in the first
issue of ReConnectEd

The impact of this process has been
incredible  Having a say in the way we learn
empowers us to be the best learners we can
be  Being heard makes us feel valued and
want to achieve our full potential  

It’s not just the JSC students who feel
empowered  Through the reshaping of the P-2
Deep Learning Protocols  the junior students
are seen as ‘experts’ with so much knowledge
to offer  This helps them to understand the
importance and impact of student voice
Having all teachers on board with this shows
that our voices will continue to be heard as
the years go on  regardless of who is part of
the JSC group  This commitment to student
voice-led action helps all students to feel
confident to advocate for themselves and
others

The Prep students seeing Grade 1 peers
delivering workshops on an initiative they
have been driving  is hugely powerful  

Co r i t ten b  the Jun ior  School  Counci l  Student  E ecut ives  together  i th
Jun ior  School  Counci l  coord inators  Sophie  Carte l l i  and Cai t l in  Wheeler
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A positive impact we have seen already is
that the Prep teachers have already
started using these student-created
protocols during Inquiry and Development
Play sessions, with Prep students setting
their own learning goals based on these
protocols

 
The R a a V ice S de
Ne le e

This started as a simple idea in a JSC
meeting where we recognised the need to
celebrate student voice and deep learning
across the whole school  We thought it was
important to find ways to reconnect with
each other and our learning now that we
were back in the classroom and finally face
to face again

This idea built upon our previous ‘Student
Voice Awards’ that celebrated individual
students and student voice achievements
We felt that a monthly newsletter written
by students, for students, was an
empowering platform to inspire students
and teachers to harness student voice and
agency, and support them through leading
by example

The Rosanna Voice has had a positive
impact in multiple ways  It has really put a
spotlight on student voice in the context of
learning and shows our whole school
community the ways we have a say in what
and how we learn  We have hard copies at 

the office, distribute copies to classrooms
and post it online for families to read, which
is a great conversation starter about the
importance of student agency  It also helps
connect families to what student agency
looks like

The Rosanna Voice is also an outlet for
students like us to pursue our passion for
writing, journalism, and reporting  but
reporting on the things that are important
to us!

Teachers have also been inspired by
reading about what is happening in other
classrooms and we’re now seeing a more
consistent approach to student-led learning
across the school
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Following our annual Hot Cross Bun Drive
fundraiser, our then JSC peers surveyed
each class asking what we wanted the
money to be put towards to improve our
school  The majority of students wanted a
cover for our bike area  

They did some research and found that
they needed some more money to make it
happen, so the 2019 Hot Cross Bun Drive
went bigger and better! We did letter box
drops to our neighbours and encouraged
members from the community to purchase,
which they did  We finally had enough
money to get the bike shed cover
happening  We asked parents of students
to come down to the school to see how
they could help get this cover installed
Despite COVID delaying the process, we
persevered and had two more Hot Cross
Bun Drives, adding more money to our
total  We surveyed grades again, and there
was still a resounding ‘yes!’ to the bike
shelter  Three years later, we are now part
of the JSC who were able to officially
‘open’ our bike shelter and continue the
RPS legacy of turning student voice into
action

The opening of the bike shelter has had a
positive impact on the whole school
community  Whilst seemingly insignificant
to some, the bike shelter is symbolic of the
hard work, commitment, and dedication to
student voice of the Junior School Council
members over the past five years  It is a 

tangible symbol of student agency and a
reminder that a simple idea can be
recognised, heard, taken seriously, and put
into action  After we submitted the proposal
for approval and presented it to School
Council, they were so impressed with our
continual fundraising efforts that they made a
small donation to our bike shelter  Also, some
members of School Council were a part of
building the bike shelter, so it really felt like a
community project

We created a Suggestion Box as a non-
confronting and anonymous way to
encourage other students to speak up
This is where all students can submit ideas
they have that they’d like us to discuss at
JSC meetings  Each fortnight we empty
out the Suggestion Box and go over what
our peers are saying, choosing initiatives
to focus on where we can make positive
change

Other ways we are making an impact

Dedica i  a d C mmi me   S de
V ice O e  he Yea

We organised and hosted an official ‘Ribbon
Cutting Ceremony’ for the opening of our Bike
Shelter, something that was five years in the
making! It all started when we were in Grade
2
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Classrooms have student-led and -run
Class Meetings, where teachers sit
back and listen  Students discuss their
class goals, celebrate highlights and
successes, and talk about things they’d
like to improve or work on

occur at school, and whereabouts in the
school these incidents occur  This data is
being collected and used for the
implementation of the Schoolwide Positive
Behaviour Support Framework

As teachers, we are beyond proud of the JSC
representatives, both past and present  Our
representatives really care about the students
at RPS, and what is important to them, and are
proud to be a voice on their behalf  It is
always so rewarding to work with these
exceptional group of students  We encourage
all schools to have faith in their students that,
given the opportunity to do so, they can
create positive change

We host fundraisers that are either for
our school initiatives or for local not-
for-profit charities within our
community that we know rely heavily on
donations

JSC students attend the Parent School
Council meetings to provide a report
about all the things we’re working on
and to share in decision-making  It is a
platform for students to talk to adults
about things that are important to us,
and always gives parents a chance to
ask us any questions

We have also had a part in the launch of
our new School Values, firstly by
hosting a design competition inviting
students to design a mascot for our
new values  We chose the top four
finalists and went around to every
grade getting them to vote for their
favourite  As our school continues to
develop what the expected behaviours
are for each of the school values, we
went into classes and ran an activity
where students needed to list the types
of major and minor incidents that 

S hie Ca elli  Cai li  T le  
Teachers and JSC Coordinators at RPS 

Contacts
sophie cartelli@education vic gov au
caitlin wheeler@education vic gov au
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I am a  U e  P ima  ch l eache  a d
i  m  a  le I a gh  a  a G e me
P ima  Sch l i  he leaf  g ee
S hea e  b b  f Melb e  I had
a  e e i e eachi g hi  a  he ch l
a d k e  ha  hi icall  de  ice
a d elf de e mi a i  a  im leme ed
i  a limi ed ca aci  a d i hi  eache
de e mi ed c fi e  I had beg
e l i g de  ice a d age c
h gh fe i al de el me  a d
eadi g  a d k e  ha  a he ici  a
e cei ed eed f  cha ge  a d de

b  i  e e ke  fac  i  cce f ll
facili a i g de  elf de e mi a i
The ab e ce f Ab igi al a d T e
S ai  I la de  k ledge em
c l al e e e a i  a d la g age i
he ch l a d c mm i  ided he

ca al  f  a g  f de  f m he
e i  ea   c ea e h le ch l

de led cha ge  The e e ie ce I had
hil  ki g i h he e de  a d

eachi g  lea i g  a d lea i g i h
a d f m hem  i  e f he m
f ma i e a d e a di g e e ie ce  f
m  eachi g ca ee  

B U I L D I N G  S T U D E N T  A G E N C Y  
A N D  S E L F  D E T E R M I N A T I O N

I  he begi i g
I extended an offer to any student of Year
4, 5 or 6 to participate in a Student
Committee to address how we, as a school,
might begin to address the complex and
important inclusion of Indigenous voices,
history and culture in a meaningful way
Both I and the students recognised the
patchy and inconsistent ways in which
Indigenous knowledge systems, culture,
history and practices were represented
within classrooms school-wide

As one Year 6 student said at our inaugural
meeting  “we say we’d like to acknowledge
the Traditional Owners of the land on which
we live at Assembly every Monday, but how
do we actually do that?” “What does
acknowledge even mean?” another student
added  

Therein was lit a fire  The group began
questioning, wondering and challenging 
each other, and the status quo  What were
the systems and structures currently in
place? Who had put them there? And, most
importantly, where was the Indigenous
representation? 

The group began a process of suggesting
and rejecting possible names for
themselves, finally coming to one that
received a group consensus  The WVC
(Wurundjeri Voice Committee)  They wanted
to join with Traditional Custodians and add
their student voice to the voice that had
been missing in their Primary School on
Wurundjeri land  

Emma Donaldson
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B ildi g m   ca aci  
 facili a e he ca aci  b ildi g f

m  de
I began to read up on ideas about student
voice, student agency and student
participation  The resources available
through Social Education Victoria and
VicSRC were invaluable, and this broad
definition felt particularly useful in helping
the student group and me work through
what it is we wanted to do  

Renton describes the purpose of Permissive
Wait Time  as literall  to give permission  for

our students to continue a dialogue this
approach means stepping back from direct
involvement and allo ing our students time
to e plore their o n questions and
perspectives in open dialogue  (Renton, M
Challenging learning through questioning,
Corwin, 2020)

I also introduced the concept of ‘building on
others  ideas  during discussion and the
students embraced this  In one of the student
questionnaires (that I conducted throughout
this process) students responded that we
build on others’ ideas to  create a bigger
discussion from one small idea  and to
complement and add to each others
thoughts and ideas to make it the best e can
be  

Student voice is an umbrella term
e use hen e talk about

an thing that includes students in
decision making  from the
classroom level right up to the
s stems level  (VicSRC, Getting
Started with Student Voice  A
quick guide for educators) 

We wanted to address both classroom
based, and also systemic change  This
would involve looking at the fabric of our
school and unpicking it in an effort to sew
in a direct path for student voice and
action  

We decided that the first thing we needed
was space  a space that would enable
conversations to occur in a free, respectful
and intentional manner  I looked to Martin
Renton’s ‘Challenging learning through
questioning’ and implemented his ‘Rules for
Talk’  We established ‘norms’ for our
discussions  what did we want to see, hear
and feel happen in this time? 

The group established that ‘wait time’ was
important, as was everyone having the
opportunity to have their say  

All e i  a e  e al
The process of supporting the WVC from idea
inception to action seemed to be dependent
on my own ability to effectively question and
clarify the aims and intentions of the group
Again, through my reading of Martin Renton, I
learned of the importance of effective
questioning practices and that, through this,
students can learn to set meaningful goals,
problem solve, persevere and see success  
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Even as I began to explore purposeful
questioning  I could see that sometimes
this also meant that the questioning did
not come from me at all  In stepping back
and enacting ‘Permissive Wait-Time’  I
allowed students time to explore their own
questions and perspectives in an open
dialogue  I dipped back into the
conversation to rejoin with a paraphrase of
something a student said that could propel
the discussion forward  offer a new insight
or move to an action

Ac i  a d c e
The WVC student committee began with the
students in existing leadership roles  the
‘House group’ Captains and Vice Captains
the School Captain and Vice-Captain  I had
the opportunity to discuss elevating and
celebrating Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander perspectives  culture  and ways of
knowing with students across the upper
primary years in my capacity as a teacher  I
offered students who responded with
passion and engagement  invitations to
committee meetings  Once the ball began
rolling  students spoke to each other  the Art
Captains were invited in their role to discuss
the mural and House Logo projects  the
students responsible for the school
newsletter wanted to join the committee to
better understand the process and planned
projects   I also facilitated processes that
assisted the group to move forward
Playground talk influenced other students
who had thus far not been included or given
opportunity to directly lead or guide school
change  to join the committee and
contribute

For example  I helped scaffold the WVC’s
planning to bring an idea to action and
solidify its purpose  We established a
‘Statement of Commitment’  which was a
vision statement that explained  in the
students’ own language  who we were and
what we stood for  and we created
outcomes that were linked to and led back
to this document

M  le a  eache
I had to challenge my own thinking  existing
practice and redefine my role  I could provide
resources  provocations and opportunities
but the ‘heavy lifting’ would all be done by the
students  The WVC were the guiding coalition
and to support them I needed to be
responsive in my role  This involved  in part
facilitating meetings with key stakeholders
such as the school leadership team  the
School Council president  and an artist from
Wurundjeri Country   I also facilitated
processes that assisted the group to move
forward



RECONNECTEDA E  10

Students would approach me on yard duty
or on my way to or from the carpark  to try
and find out what it was this group of
students were actually doing  Sometimes
my response would be  why don’t you
come along to a meeting and see?
Numbers swelled to around 35 students

The WVC set their sights on a series of
actions and began planning to achieve
them  At meetings  students led the
proceedings to assign working groups to
different projects they had determined they
wanted actioned and worked out their
sequence  Each action led to the next  and
at each stage the group were required to
think  challenge and discuss deeply
 
When the committee was deep in the
brainstorming phase of discussion and
ideas were flowing  they challenged each
other respectfully and held each other
accountable to the norms we had set up at
the start of the process  Successful
projects built a sense of purpose and
confidence within the students of the
committee and their ideas grew bolder and
bigger  There were moments of collective
joy and a tangible sense of pride as
students walked the school grounds and
took in the visual changes they had
implemented  

I had a final provocation to offer the WVC
whilst we are working towards

representing Aboriginal culture  language
and knowledge s stems in our school  do
we have authentic voice and
representation  This led to a meaty
dialogue  in which the 11 and 12 year olds
present thoughtfully and articulately
discussed issues of privilege and power
visibility and representation

I leant in  aware that this was a formative
experience in my own teaching practice and
not entirely sure that I was navigating it as
fearlessly as my students  

The House Group s stem could be
revised  each House could be
renamed in Woiwurrung language
native animals could be chosen to
represent each House and a logo
drawn up  reflecting the animal
and incorporating elements of
traditional Wurundjeri art  

The Big P jec
The school had long established ‘House
Groups’  and these four groups in the
primary colours of red  blue  green and
yellow were used to group students for
different activities  Students already
competed for their House in whole school
athletic carnivals  and students could ‘win’
points for their house through good
behaviour or other means  

At one meeting I proffered a question for
discussion  does our current House Group
system have meaning? How could we make
it so?  The responses snowballed  students
built on each other's suggestions and ideas
until a new  big project began to form  
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B ild a  e k
Part of my role involved building
relationships external to the core group and
recruiting supporters  The parent
community was key to this  including the
parents who dropped their children to
school early  or after dinner for WVC and
School Council meetings  The School
Council President and I would meet for
early morning coffees and walks in which I
would describe  in enthusiastic detail  the
ideas and discussions the WVC had  I
cannot emphasise enough how critical her
support was in gaining traction and raising
the funds required to see the WVC’s ideas
through to fruition  Finally  the School
Council  who supported the WVC in their
final presentation and signed off on the
funds necessary to bring in a Wurundjeri
and Yorta Yorta artist to work with the
students in creating authentic and
respectful representation in the logos they
designed in collaboration for each House
Group

Reflec i
There has been a legacy  created and left
behind when those of the WVC who
belonged to the Year 6 cohort graduated at
the end of last year  Therein lies the heart
of my reflection  

Is the legacy like a ceremonial garden in a
school  planted with best intent and serving
a lofty or honourable purpose  now left to
go to seed? With those who planted it now
gone and those left to be its caretakers
uncertain of the original intent and left
without the time or means to nourish and
tend to it properly?
I too have moved on from the school  In
order for the new House Groups  the legacy
of the WVC  to maintain its purpose  and for 

it to strengthen the connection between
Country  culture and community  it must
be spoken about  Students  teachers
parents and the wider community must
know about the conversations  learnings
and understandings that proceeded it
and they must build on them
 
So I challenge myself  Where in my
process did I build access points for
that to happen? Where in that process
did I create student voice and agency
beyond that of the group I worked with?
How was it embedded in a more
longstanding capacity?

This will be my focus moving forward
and until then I hope that new students
will take up the mantle  and new
teachers will feel moved to build their
own guiding coalition and support them

E a D ald
Teacher  Melbourne Girls Grammar
School

Contact
Emma Donaldson@mggs vic edu au
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I   Tec a P i a  Sch l TPS  i
Melb e  e  ea e  b b  a
h ed  be he l  i a  ch l
a g  ec da  ch l  ha  beca e
a fi ali  i  he VicSRC S de  V ice
a a d  

We have been taking steps as a school
community towards transparent and
embedded voice  agency  and leadership
since our review in 2019  At times this was
challenging through remote learning  But
since the return to face-to-face learning
we have continued to take small steps
slowly consolidating practices that will
eventually make a big impact in how our
students are heard and respected as
change makers and co-collaborators in the
school and in their learning  We have made
inroads but have clear goals ahead to
ensure these aspects of our students'
involvement at TPS are intrinsic to their
experience

Our continued focus moving forward will
be on agency  Since our involvement with
the VicSRC in 2019  we have been
consolidating feedback from the students
across all levels  prior to our planning day
to reflect on their learning and to discuss
the ways in which they want to learn about
different curriculum areas in future
primarily in inquiry-based subjects

S M A L L  S T E P S  T O  M A K E  A  B I G  I M P A C T  A T
T E C O M A  P R I M A R Y  S C H O O L

What interested them? 
How would they like to learn? 
What would make an authentic
assessment/project at the end of the unit?

H  d  e d  hi
A consistent feedback/reflection template has
been created for all year levels (see page 15)
This assures the questions asked are based
on the whole school focus for the term  so we
are getting authentic feedback on areas we
have been working on  It includes celebrations
and challenges for the students  In tying these
areas in with our goals in our school strategic
plan  we can use this as anecdotal evidence
and fidelity for our Annual Implementation
Plan (AIP)  Our questioning centres around
literacy  numeracy  and student engagement
as well as our inquiry topics

Prior to our planning day  each class
discusses the following term’s inquiry topic  

On the planning day  one student is chosen
from each class to participate in a feedback
session with the Professional Learning
Communities (PLC) team  For example  in our 

Lisa  Hosk ins Faul
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Year 5/6 team we have three Year 5
classes and three Year 6 classes  These
students join the team at the beginning of
the day and give their voice about the term
that has ended  They discuss specific
lessons or instructions and what worked
and what didn’t for them  They have an
opportunity to share ideas for how they
think they might learn more effectively  

Students are very honest in these
sessions! The template is filled out by each
team on this day  so we have record of the
conversation to look back on when
required  

Students have had the voice to change
things over the years in the classroom
such as creating a class library of our
level-led novels in the senior classrooms
rather than rotating a set of books each
term  They were concerned that many
people didn’t get the opportunity to finish a
novel in a term and it wasn’t fair to have to
stop part way through and begin a new
book

Wha  d  he child e  ha e
Our Preps have recently completed an
inquiry unit about animals  They reflected
on the enjoyment they had in hands-on
activities and learning about different
animals  Their challenges included some
writing tasks  Looking forward to the next
term’s topic about fairy tales  the Preps
had many wonderings  Are fairy tales real?
How do fairies grow their wings? How did
the fairies come alive if they weren’t in the
world before? What things are in fairy
tales? This gives our teachers some rich
starting points to ensure the unit
encapsulates the interest of the students

Our Year 1/2 students have completed an
inquiry unit  Are You Game?  Their reflection
focused on the hands-on learning  the
excursion to the MCG and the ability to make
their own games as their assessment piece
Their challenges included making the
instructions for their own game and having
‘brain blocks’ when trying to come up with
ideas for their own games  Their upcoming
inquiry is On with The Show  tying in through
whole school production  Students expressed
they would like to learn about this by learning
songs and dances  including drama in the
classroom and the use of technology to watch
and make videos  

Our Year 3/4 students have learnt about
Australia’s First Peoples over Term 2  Their
reflection of their learning included immersion
through a kit from Museums Victoria  which
students felt helped them to understand more
about how tools were made and how the First
Peoples lived  They also mentioned a walking
excursion into the city to Birrarung Marr
where they learnt about symbolism and bush
tucker  In Term 3 they will be learning about
Habitats  and they suggested a real focus on

animals  climates and where different habitats
are in the world

Our Year 5/6 students have completed a unit
about democracy  called 'Rule the School'
Each year level had different experiences  as
the Grade 5 students had the opportunity to
go to Parliament House as a part of their
camp  whereas the Grade 6 students had an
incursion to learn about bills and laws
Challenging feedback included the comment
that homework based around democracy
didn’t assist in their learning  They had the
opportunity to create political parties within
their classrooms and made party policies and
platforms  to teach their class for a day  This 
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i c ded efe e ia  i g  The de
e e i  ag ee e  he  he  aid hi

a he ic ea i g he ed he  
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c c ea i  f cce  c i e ia  We ha e
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Sha i g h gh  idea  a d i i
ha  a e ge i e i  a  e i e

de i ed b   a d e ec  

G a dia  A ge  Ca h ic P i a
Sch  i  i a ed i  A h e  he
G d C a  i  Q ee a d  The ch
ha  a a i  f e   de  
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Q ag ia I i e  a d he ea
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G a dia  A ge  GA   
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he e  de  eeded  de e

f he  de a di g  We a ed ice
i  he ch   be a a  f bei g  

We defi ed ice a

S T U D E N T  V O I C E  C A S E  S T U D Y
G U A R D I A N  A N G E L S  C A T H O L I C  P R I M A R Y
S C H O O L  

Offe i g ea i ic gge i  a d
e ec a i  f  he g d f he h e  
Acce i g e ibi i  f    ha

 a  b  ha  eed   be d e

O i ie   i e iga e i  a d
a egie    ice e e i e e ed

f  he da a gai ed f  he iK  S e
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d c e   e bed de  ice eg
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Da ie e Ca e
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The e f he iK  e  a ed eache
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E a e f  di c ed i  c a  a d
ha ed



A aff f c  a  i ed  ch  g a
f A e e  Ca ab e Lea e  a d a

C he i e a d C ec i e P fe i a
Lea i g C e
E bedded i  defi i i  a  a ea e  a
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I c i a  S a egie
Feedbac

Pic e B  Ca  a d Ad ee Fi d hei
V ice b  Ca i a d R  Q ag ia  

Pic e B  Sa  S e hi g b  Pe e  H
Re d

S g  I Ha e a V ice b  he Bea  B d
C a e  ide ified he e  e e e  
di c e

E e b d  ha  a ice a d he
abi i   e hei  ice  ake a
diffe e ce i  he d
N  a e  if  ice i  a  

d  I ca  ake a diffe e ce
Fi d ha   be ie e i  ha e ha
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de a di g f S de  V ice  
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I ha e a ice a d he e   eak
O e ice ha  e  a d he  

ice  i e  e c ea e a f ce ike a
e e i e

Le  ake e i e  e  cha ge he
d i h  ch ice

Pic e B k  The Gi  Wh  Ne e  Made
Mi ake  b  Ma k P e  S bjec  G h

i d e fi ed i d e
Li k  ch  he e g f  he ea
Li e O  S  

   A e b ie  ga he i g  e e e  a d
cia  edia e e a  edi  ed 

ei f ce a d e ice a  GA  The e a
ace i  he ib a  f  f c ed di a

e age

We a  a ed  ide if  a ea  i hi  hi
he e  de  eeded  de e  f he
de a di g  We a ed ice i  he ch
 be a a  f bei g  The iK   c a

e  a  ed a d i ed  GLOWS a d
GROWS i hi  each    

S aff had i e  ac  a ea  a d ide if
e g h  a ea  f  de e e  a d

de i g  i h hei  de  S de
e ab a ed f he  i  c a  di c i  f
c a ifica i  The e e e ed a  a ea  f
f c  i  Te   The iK  e  i

e hi g e a e i g  c i e each
e e e

The world is a noisy place. It's full of voices, but
what are they all for? How are they different,
and how do people use their voices to be
heard? We all have an important voice. What
kind of voice do you have?

Discuss the many ways that a single voice can
make a difference. We can say something with
our actions, our words, and our voices.
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Learning Affirmations and school
feedback with Carter Conversations
around the school to get input, ideas,
and actionable ways to build our school
Library Review and future planning Café
Suggestion box  follow through where
the mantra Listen  Learn  Lead  Using
Your Voice was at the forefront

We continued references to our defined
GA Learner  This was promoted at
assemblies, newsletters, in classrooms,
and named in student diaries  Our
definition clearly names what is
expected of a learner at GA
We continued to emphasise the core
elements in the definition  Key songs,
literature and activities continued to be
a powerful way to promote key
elements  In addition to those
mentioned above, we used

Maybe by Kobi Yamada  A Story
About the Endless Potential in All of
Us
Be You by Peter H Reynolds  a
celebration of individuality,
persistence and staying true to
YOU!
The Magnificent Thing by Ashley
Spires  good options for dealing
honestly with feelings, while at the
same time reassuring children that
it's okay to make mistakes
Decibella by Julia Cook  gives
children a fun to learn to be better
communicators with the importance
in using different volumes of their
voice in different situations

We also took time to look at authentic
opportunities to use voice when ideas or
problems arise

In 2022, we looked at ways to continue to
embed voice in GA language, processes
and practices

The Invisible Boy by Trudy Ludwig
teaches how small acts of kindness
can help children feel included and
allow them to flourish
Perfectly Norman by Tom Percieval
about embracing and celebrating what
makes you unique
Clear links to GA Pedagogical
Practices  Time was invested to
unpack WHY, HOW and WHAT of
these practices in our context
Link to school theme song for the year
‘Shine Your Way’ by Owl City and key
elements of our theme ‘Lights on
@GA’

Some sample pages from our key document
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An opportunity to shadow students to look,
ascertain and view processes from their
perspective was begun in 2022
Reflections were recorded and shared  an
example is below

We continued to refine our process for
developing student skills  We closed the gap
this year by building in reflection on how the
classes achieved their goals and teachers
linking skill needs within their planning

Each term we used voice when ideas or
problems arose, also to give input into school
goals and needs from the students  These
were really taken up by all classes as they
have class meetings prior and representative
came with their class voice on paper, and
using technology

O tcomes  iKno  S r e  Data Anal sis

Based on our analysis of the iKnow Survey
Data from 2021 and 2022 (see details on the
next page), we continue our journey to
promote student voice as a way of being at
GA in 2023  Strategic action planning allows
us to be intentional through connecting
direction, building skills and strategies to
develop rigour and engagement for student
voice at Guardian Angels  Over our journey we
have noticed how empowering voice within
our community is making a significant
difference to driving learning and a
community of learners that are striving to
contribute actively to make a difference
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In 2022, using the iKnow Survey, we saw
that most areas increased from 2021 data
except for questions 4, 10, and 14
 

Danielle Carter
Principal  Guardian Angels Catholic Primary
School

Contact  dmcarter@bne catholic edu au
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W H A T S  H A P P E N I N G  ACSV
ACHIEVEMENTS AND CHALLENGES
SEMINAR

Wha  ha  cha ged
Wha  i  he c e  a e f la  f
S de  V ice
H  a e he e idea  embedded i  ch l

la  a d ac ice   be d he
he ic

I   he e a  a maj  i e a i al
C fe e ce a d S de  V ice  Age c
a d Pa ici a i  i  Melb e

F  ea   f m hi  face face e e

If ou are a teacher  school student  school
leader  academic  polic  orker or member
of a support organisation and if ou are
acti e in the area of Student Voice  Agenc
and Participation  this seminar is essential
for ou

I  ill be a  i   hea  f m a
a ie  f akeh lde  ac  he li e  ha
f e  di ide  I  ill be a cha ce 

di c  c cial i e  i h h e i  ch l
c mm i ie  a d he b ade  ed ca i

em

Thi  emi a  ill challe ge  a d i i e
 a   e l e i a i e a d ac ical

l i  a d a egie

I  ill hel    la  f  i i ia i e  i  
a d be d  e i g ha  e a e e i ed

 make a  im ac  i  A alia  ed ca i
ace

Register here
Wed e da   Oc be  

 am   m
C mm i  H b  The D ck  Melb e

https://events.humanitix.com/achievements-challenges-seminar
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VICSRC CONGRESS 2023

C g e  i  VicSRC  f ag hi  de ed
e e ie ce which brings together
secondary students from across Victoria to
unpack ideas and solve issues in the
education system  The top ideas  as voted
by students  become the focus of VicSRC s
advocacy for the next 12 months
spearheaded by the VicSRC Student
Executive Advisory Committee

Regi e  f  icke  he e
Discounted tickets available for VicSRC
Partner Schools and Student Community
members until midnight July 2  check your
email for your code or sign up now as a
Student Community member or Partner
School to get access

Lunch
Congress tshirt
Showbag  including a Congress
Keep Cup

Ticke  ice i c de

Fri 8th Sep 2023
8 30 am  4 00 pm AEST
Wurun Senior Campus
111 Queens Parade  Fitzroy North
VIC 3068  Australia

https://events.humanitix.com/vicsrc-congress-2023
https://vicsrc.org.au/students/community
https://vicsrc.org.au/schools/partnerships


RECONNECTEDA   36

S O C I A L  A N D  C I T I Z E N S H I P  E D U C A T I O N
A S S O C I A T I O N  O F  A U S T R A L I A

Wed 16 August 2023
7 30 8 30 AEST
Online
Registration link

Global citizenship  a complex concept  continues to
feature prominently in global education policy to
prepare young people for visions of future societies

In this webinar  Dr Caroline Ferguson will discuss her
research which foregrounds student voice  exploring
how global citizenship education manifests in the lived
experience of secondary students in international
schools in Finland  Australia and The Netherlands

In looking at these findings alongside teacher
perspectives plus analysis of school aims in mission
statements and self representational texts
suggestions will be discussed for building upon young
peoples  global consciousness to nurture exploration of
their full humanity as valued active agents

T his is a free event and is suitable to anyone working
with school students regarding student voice  civic and
citizenship and student representative councils

Democracy and democratic representation
Referendums and the Australian constitution
The responsibility of citizens to vote

Wed 27 September 2023
5 7pm AEST
In person  University of Technology Sydney
Online (Simulcast)

Registration for in person event (UTS Sydney)
Registration for online event

The Voice referendum presents an opportunity
to teach students about

This event will focus on effective teaching
strategies that will empower teachers to invite
students to have robust  respectful and
constructive explorations and discussions of
the referendum

T he event will be held in person at the
University of Technology Sydney (limited
seating) and simulcast online via Zoom

G ba  Ci i e hi  Ed ca i  S de
ice  ch  ai  a d ac ice

The V ice Refe e d  a d Sch
Wha  eache  eed  k

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/662257168017?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/691420416077?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/691479633197?aff=oddtdtcreator


Wed e da  16 A  2023
7:30-8:30  AEST
Z

A f ee eb a  fea  D  Ca e Fe

 
Global citi enship education

S de  ce , c  a  a d ac ce

Sa e  
 

E e b e!

G ba  c e , a c e  c ce , c e  
fea e e   ba  ed ca  c  

e a e  e e f   f f e c e e .
 
I   eb a , D  Ca e Fe   d c  e
e ea c  c  f e d  de  ce, e

 ba  c e  ed ca  a fe   e
ed e e e ce f ec da  de  
e a a  c   F a d, A a a a d T e

Ne e a d .  

I   a  e e f d  a de eac e
e ec e   a a  f c  a   
a e e  a d e f- e e e a a  e ,

e   be d c ed f  b d   
e e'  ba  c c e   e e a
f e  f  a  a  a ed ac e a e . 

C ic l m, Comm ni , and Be ond:
F e Di ec ion  in Ci i en hip Ed ca ion Confe ence
5-7 Oc obe  2023, Canbe a

Call fo  pape !
S bmi  b  clicking he e

https://www.sceaa.org.au/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/global-citizenship-education-student-voices-school-aims-and-practices-tickets-662257168017
https://forms.gle/2tmKtdXyZj48ZmhC6
https://forms.gle/2tmKtdXyZj48ZmhC6
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THE OICE REFEREND M
AND SCHOOLS

 SEPT

WHAT TEACHERS NEED TO KNOW

democrac  and democra ic repre en a ion
referend m  and he A ralian con i ion
he re pon ibili  of ci i en  o o e

The Voice referend m pre en  an oppor ni  o each
den  abo :

Thi  e en  ill foc  on effec i e eaching ra egie
ha  ill empo er eacher  o in i e den
o ha e rob , re pec f l and con r c i e e plora ion

and di c ion  of he referend m.

Regi er no :

University of
Technology
Sydney
+ Zoom

5-7pm AEST

C ic l m, C mm ni , and Be nd:
F e Di ec i n  in Ci i en hi  Ed ca i n C nfe ence
5-7 Oc be  2023, Canbe a

SAVE THE DATE!

In per on a endance

Online/Zoom a endance

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-voice-referendum-and-schools-what-teachers-need-to-know-in-person-tickets-691420416077
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-voice-referendum-and-schools-what-teachers-need-to-know-online-tickets-691479633197
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EDUCATION EQUITY ALLIANCE

The Education Equity Alliance has been
established by a group of students  teachers
and school system leaders passionate about
achieving a more equitable education system
They recognise the need for urgent change
and believe it is critical that students and
teachers are empowered to be partners in
this  which they tested through a successful
pilot in May 2023 (more info here)   

Our current priority is getting even more
students and teachers involved in both
understanding education equity and
identifying priorities for change  You can
find more information and register for
these workshops here  And if you have any
questions at all please contact us at
hello@equityalliance com au

https://www.educationequityalliance.com.au/about
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NEXT ISSUE

UPCOMING ISSUES

The hi d i e of ReC nnec Ed will
highlight existing curricula  what should be
in the curriculum and what pedagogy is
central to enhancing student voice  agency
and participation  The deadline for these
articles is Oc be   

 he e  will be released In the next
issue  however  we are always open to
submissions for future issues  

If you would like to contribute an article to
the next edition or future editions  email
ec ec ed de ice g a

SUBSCRIBE

To join ReC nnec Ed  mailing list
b c ibe he e

Want more? You can read more articles
online through  eb i e

Thi  k i  c igh
This work is copyrighted for non commercial
purposes  It may be reproduced in whole or in
part subject to the inclusion of an
acknowledgement of the source  Requests and
inquiries concerning reproduction should be
directed to the Editor by email
reconnected@studentvoice org au

Many individuals have given their time and
expertise to the Australian Council for Student
Voice in the publication of this edition of
ReC nnec Ed  The Editorial Team thanks the
contributors for their significant contribution
involvement  and willingness to share their
experience and expertise

Contributors to this publication may be
voluntarily engaged with the Australian Council
for Student Voice  For the full terms and
conditions  including further information on
copyright  see the ACSV website
https www studentvoice org au about
us terms of use

Thi p blica ion i ppor ed b he A ralian
Co ncil for den oice

mailto:reconnected@studentvoice.org.au
https://www.studentvoice.org.au/sign-up
https://www.studentvoice.org.au/publications/reconnected
mailto:reconnected@studentvoice.org.au
https://www.studentvoice.org.au/about-us/terms-of-use

